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decisions in ignorance and without reason.'   The claim of
Russia to be the Third Rome was surrendered, and before
many years had passed Peter the Great would inaugurate
the new age of Westernization.
In course of time the Scandinavian conquerors learned
to speak the tongue of their Slav subjects, and perhaps the
greatest and the most permanent gift of East Rome to Russia
was the Byzantine liturgy in the Slav language. In the west
of Europe during the early centuries of our era there had
been only one universal language, Latin, and that language
the Church naturally adopted in its services; gradually usage
hardened into a theory of the illegitimacy of native languages
for the celebration of the liturgy. The Eastern Church was
more liberal: it had already recognized Armenian and Syriac;
its missionaries were thus prepared to employ a Slav language
in their work of evangelization. The Slav liturgy was one
of the most important factors in promoting unity within the
national Church of Russia; it was on the ground of liturgical
errors that the Church waged its conflict with the Latins; it
is the liturgy which to-day is the common possession of the
national Slav Churches. It is true that since there was no
need for the Russian clergy to know either Latin or Greek,
they were cut off from the thought of western Europe: the
theological discussions of Scholasticism have no parallel in
Russia; the Latin language in which those discussions were
conducted acted as an iron curtain. But there is much to be
set on the other side. The Russian Christian seeks the satis-
faction of his religious need not through reason—that is
transcended—but in the spiritual awareness of the Divine
Presence: 'We do not consider God, we experience Him/
Religion is Christocentric and at its heart are the Passion and
the Resurrection of the Lord of Life as they are re-lived in
the drama of the liturgy. It is through Byzantine forms of
worship that 'the splendour of eternity breaks into the reality
of to-day and the worshipper is borne aloft into the sphere
of the invisible and the eternal'. It was through attending
East Roman rites that the envoys sent to Constantinople by
Vladimir were persuaded that the true glory rested there and
not with Bulgars or Germans: 'The Greeks led us', they said.

